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Bruce Richardson http://store.elmwoodinn.com/bruce-richardson.aspx 

�¿� https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/tea-blog 

Mr. Richardson, a native Kentuckian, is a leading tea 

expert and spends much of his time educating 

Americans in the art of celebrating the communal cup of 

tea. He is a writer, photographer, tea blender, and 

frequent guest speaker at tea events across the country. 

and can often be found appearing on television and 

radio talk shows, or as a guest speaker at professional 

seminars such as World Tea Expo. �¿�±D  
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¡ THE TEA THINGS OF JANE AUSTEN (YPU as a community outreach project) 

Which teas were drunk and at what time of day tea was served in early 19th century 

British homes like that of Jane Austen and her characters. In her novels, Austen 

often refers to "the tea things". Richardson helps us consider what those tea things 

were and how manners played a significant role in society as depicted in Pride and 

Prejudice, Northanger Abbey, Persuasion, Mansfield Park, and Emma. 
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¡ FIVE TEAS THAT LAUNCHED A REVOLUTION 

Richardson describes how the five Chinese teas that were tossed into Boston Harbor 

originated from the same East India Company warehouses that supplied the tea caddies of 

Britain’s King George III and novelist Jane Austen. The world knows how Britain’s love for 

tea had given rise to the crafting of countless “tea things,” a term often used by Austen, but 

residents of Colonial America had a similar passion for fine furniture, silver, and porcelain 

dedicated to their own tea ritual. Theirs was a ritual that led to a party, that led to a 

revolution, that led to the birth of a nation. 
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