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{ﬂ" Expanding Horizons: Reflecting on YPU's “rapid
response” to Japan’s call to world citizenship
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In the late 1980's Japan’s education ministry called upon the educators of Japan to
raise up Japanese who are “capable of contributing to global peace.” When
Yamaguchi Women'’s University responded by restructuring to become a co-ed
university (YPU) with a Faculty of Intercultural Studies, prefectural law had to be
changed in order to hire foreign teachers.

This lecture will offer commendations and a few cautions regarding the profound
and rapid changes of the past two decades, highlighting the university’s expanding
efforts toward that goal. Reflections of YPU's first non-Japanese professor will touch
on how curriculum and policy changes, the growth of international programs, and the
role of collaborative global research projects (including her own research in
developmental assets for children) are contributing to widening the path toward world
citizenship and global peace.
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