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It is not the End,
but the Beginning

It’s been one year since I started the
YPU exchange program. This year was a
success. | realized the dream that I had
to come to Japan since I was 6 years old.
I was able to take courses about Japan,

courses on the history and culture of

Yamaguchi, Japaneselanguages courses,
and courses in Japanese traditional arts
(tea ceremony, pottery and flower
arrangement), and so on. I learned a lot

from these courses, but the most important
thing to me about this adventure I have had
is the Japanese friends I made here in
Miyano. With them, I could practice my
Japanese, and enjoy Japanese parties. They
taught me some Japanese rules such as how
to eat with chopsticks and how to make
presents for my host family.
There were a lot of festivals that I could join
during my stay in Japan. The university
provided us with many opportunities to mix
with the community. For these reasons my
Japanese improved very fast. The city also
offers many good traditional or family
restaurants. Sometimes, I ate too much, and
enjoyed these things too much...
The place, where exchange students live is
convenient because it is very close to the
university, so we do not have to take train or
bus to go to school. All exchange students live
in the same place, so I could always go count
on others when I felt down or low. It was
relief to sometimes be able to talk in my
mother tongue or in English to my friends.
The apartments are pretty and traditional.
We found everything we needed to be
comfortable inside the houses. I had a big
room with a big closet. The house has two
floors, and my room was on the second floor.
The bathroom, kitchen, and living room were
on the first floor.
Throughout the program, I was able to take a
lot of trips around Japan. I went to Tokyo,
Kyoto, Shizuoka, Fukuoka, and of course all
the regions of Yamaguchi Ken. It was very
interesting to see these cities that I had only
seen in magazines or on TV. I took a picture
with a geisha in Kyoto; I was so moved I
cried. Everything was made possible with the
beautiful and welcoming YPU staff. The
students are also very welcoming. I can’t
wait to return to Japan to see them again!
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